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Your Fee For This Interview:

Date:




A Child Interview is ordered when the Court has
concerns related to, or would like information
from, the minor child(ren).

The Court will order a Family Court Services
(FCS) Specialist to interview the minor
child(ren) about topics outlined by the Court
and summarize for the Court via oral testimony
the child(ren)’s statements for the Court.

The FCS Specialist will provide information
about the child(ren) but will not provide any
recommendations. The FCS Specialist will not
interview parents or anyone else as part of this
process.

The FCS Specialist will interview children aged 8
or older via videoconference using WebEx. If
video-conferencing is not available, interviews
will be held telephonically.

Please download the WebEx app to your
electronic device (computer, phone or tablet)
in preparation for the video conference.

Please ensure the child(ren)’s privacy during
the interview.

The hearing will be scheduled at 11 am. The FCS
Specialist will testify, presenting a summary of
the minor’s statements and is subject to cross-
examination.

What Should You Tell The Minor(s) About The
Interview?

Remind your child(ren) to be honest during
their interview. Inform your child(ren) that
they will likely be asked many questions
about their daily activities but will not be asked
to choose between their parents.

The FCS Specialist will provide an age-
appropriate description of the process to the
child(ren) and explain the limits of
confidentiality.

If the FCS Specialist learns of a reasonable
suspicion of child abuse or learns that an
individual may harm themselves or others they
have a legal and ethical duty to report this
information.

What You Can Expect:

Fees

Unless specifically waived by the Court, the fee
for this service must be paid to the Family Law
Clerk’s office of any courthouse where thereisa
Family CourtServices Office.

Payment must be received within twenty-one
(21) calendar days from the date the order for
the Child Interview is made or on the date of the
Child Interview, whichever comes first. If the
fee is not received by this date, the Child
Interview will be canceled. If your case settles
after paymentis made, you must notify the FCS
Office prior to the date of the interview to
receive a full refund. Otherwise, a $53
administrative fee will be assessed.

The appointment is only for the
minor child(ren); parents will not be
interviewed.




