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This letter is for people with family law eases in my court. This maybe a difficult and confusing time for you. You may disagree with the other
person in your ease about support, how to divide property, or where your children will live. Otir court oilers resources and information that can helpmake this time less stressful for you. Here are some:

LACourl.org — Our wehsite has infonnauon
aod resources that can help you
• Know what to expect at court and your hearing.

Learn about oplions that are less stressful,
quicker. and less expensive than a court heariog. and

• Get language help if you need a free
interpreter or a disability accommodation

ñ rhe ing
If you need a free interpreter or

Li)) an accommodation because of a disability,

___________

please send us your

request at least 10 work days before your hearing. If we
cannot find an interpreter for your hearing date. we t-ill
reschedule your hearing. Fill out your request at:
wvw.laeourt.org’iru&ui iiide.aspx?et=FL

• • • Mediation for faster, less stressful, less expensive
solutioas

• If you have child custody issues and lit0 for
a Request for Order, mediation is mandatory.
In Fantily Court Sen-ices, the mediator is a mental health
professional experienced in helping parents focus on
solutions and develop a parenting plan.

• lfyou come to court, the judge may refer you to lawyer
assisted mediation.

• If you prefer to resolve your issues outside
the court system, you nay choose to go to a private
mediator. These mediators can be lawyers or mental
health professionals who will assist you with alternative
solutions that can be faster, easier, and less expensive
than going to court. You have the right to a court hearing
and to have your case decided by a judge But many
parties, especially if they have children, find it much less
stressful so solve all or part s of their case outside of court.
A mediator can explain and explore your options.

For other questions
Please visit our wehsite (LACoun.org). And save this letter.

Online Dispute Resolution (ODR)
• The ODR program is available to parents to assist in

negotiating custody and visitation arrangements and creating a
‘parenting plan agreement’.

• Go to httns://losangelescafam,modria.com/ to get started.
• If you are able to resolve alt child custody and visitation issues,

you “-ill not he required to atrcnd an in-person mediation
appointment at lhc courthouse.

• The program is free at this time.

• Should you get a las,ver?

- There are several ways to get legal advicc and legal information.
including:

• Hire a family law attorney for all or key parts of your case.
Many lawyers offer “unbundled” or limited scope
representation. This means the will help you with the most
difficult parts of your case

• Go to workshops at the court’s self-help center
to learn how to handle your case yourself. Learn more:
www.lacourt.org/selthclp/seIfltelp.aspx

- Get help from a legal services agency or other non-profit
organization. www.lacourt.org/selthelp/divorceorseparationl
SHDSO0l .aspx

Are you afraid of the other party in your case?

You may bring a support person to court, but that person may not
speak at the hearing. You can also
ask die court to make orders to protect you,
If you do not have an attorney and need help to complete your
forms, you may look for a court location where these services are
offered here: www.lacoun.orgselflteIpahuscandharassment
SH_AHOO I .aspx

Attention’ This document contains important information. Ptease check the Family Law page of the Los Angeles Superior Court website for translation in(jsh Korean Vietnamese, Spanish, Armenian, Chinese) tanguage.
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You may need to use ii as a guide later.

Atencidn: Este documento contiene informacidn importante. Consulte Ia pigina de derecho familiar del sitio web de a corte superior de Los Angeles paratraducirlo at espanol.


